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a monastery, attired in the full dress of a Phongyie, and
so proud of his new position that he hardly condescended
to put himself on a footing of equality with his former
master.                     *

Ignorance prevails to an extent scarcely to be imagined
among the generality of the Phongyies. I have met with
a great number of laymen who were incomparably better
informed, and far superior in knowledge to them. Their
mind is of the narrowest compass. Though bound by
their profession to study with particular care the various
tenets of their creed and all that relates to Buddhism, they
are sadly deficient in this respect. They have no ardour
for study. While they read some book, they do it without
attention or effort to make themselves fully acquainted
with the contents. There is no vigour in their intellect,
no comprehensiveness in their mind, no order or connec-
tion in their ideas. Their reading is of a desultory nature,
and the notions stored up in their memory are at once in-
coherent, imperfect, and too often very limited. They pos-
sess no general or correct views of Buddhism. I never
met with one who could embrace the whole system in his
mind and give a tolerably accurate account of it. The
only faculty that they cultivate with great care is memory.
It is surprising to hear them repeating by heart the con-
tents of a book they have studied. As the number of
books is very limited in countries where the art of print-
ing has not been introduced, the pupils of the monasteries
are compelled to commit to memory the greatest portion
of the books they study. He who has lived in Burmah
must have often heard, to his great surprise, laymen re-
peating, during sometimes a whole hour, formulas in Pali,
or religious stories in Burmese, which they had learned in
the school, or when they had put on the monkish habit.

Phongyies are fond of exhibiting their knowledge of tlie
Pali language, by repeating from memory, and without
stammering or stumbling, long formulas and sentences ;
but I have convinced myself that very few among them